
Dectimbar ia!+, 1958 

Professor B. B. Roasi 
Department of Pnyaics 
Massachusetts fnatitute of Technalogy 
&&midge, Xass. 

Dear Dr. Rossit 

In our discuosion last month of same of tke problams facing the 
organization of scientific studies incosmic exploration you nay recall 
our conuern for finding the necessary interest and talent for the develop- 
mnt of mthods in telemetric che&.atry. 

It should have occurred to ne sooner, but while talking recently to 
Professor T. Caapewson in Sto&hol?n it sudder&$ dawned on me that he might 
mbody, in a nearly unique gay, just this orientation. He is, of course, 
well hewn among biologists as 8 yioneer in the developeat of physical 
m&hods for microanalysis of cellular mnstituents - for examlple, the 
develcpent and application of ultraviolet nilcrospectrophmetry for the 
analysis of nucleic acids, Xore remrkably to the pint, fw the pasent 
application, he has also stressed the fullest utiliaation of autcmal&m - 
I do not doubt he ccald g3ve you a dasig’n now for a-18 analysis of: D?lA 
on the moon (if there were a3yI) I am sure your coU.ea~xes till be able 
to arqlify this suggestion. 

Prof. Caspersson is, needless to a_a~', very much aware of the ,geochetical 
and bioo&mical issues at stake; f suspect l?s'has not given ssria~a, %hought 
to space science before now in the absence of a Swedish naticmati. prqq+am in 
missile research. However, I just mention hi8 mm3 to you fn the thought 
Cat you Tnight -all find an occasion to wish to solicit !lls technical advice 
if not a deeper participation on ame aspects of the baste sciemo pro&-am. 

Ha is the director of tine Inatitwte for Cell Research at tf;t3 Rqal Carokine 
Ins ti "cute, s tockholm 6c. 

Yorrrs sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 

3s. I am moving west in about 3 weeks. I will be quite keen to hear of 
any critical developments on policy pertaining to ,nicrobiology. 

P.P.S. What makes sune of. this testimon&alrmre pofgnantisthatnany 
biologists have perhaps felt that Caspersson was putting perhaps more 
emphasis on the techuical gadgetry than was warranted for the sollution 
of hi@ izmediate problexs. 

and not a few ople alread 
He has 7 elaborate% equi~esG&e~ 
preorxu fed with pro l=s o 

microanalysis e.g. X-ray a sorption r t: which cannot betoo rezote from present needs. 


